
    
      [image: Cover]
    

  

[image: Kinooze.com]

News And Facts For Kids, A Sample Book


By Kinooze Learning

Copyright 2012-2014 Kinooze Learning


License Notes



This Sample ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. 
If you are reading this sample and want to purchase a Full copy, then please visit Kinooze.com/downloads.




About Kinooze:


Kinooze lets your kids connect with things they want to know about. Daily news, interesting facts, almost everything!




Copyright:
 
All rights reserved, kinooze.com, 2012-2014 

Unless otherwise noted no part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopied, 
recorded or otherwise, without express written permission of kinooze.com 




Note: 

At the time of this book’s publication all 
facts and figures cited are the most current 
available. The authors and kinooze.com make no warranties or guarantee concerning the 
information and materials given out and are provided to you on “as-is” basis only. 
If you find any error or believe that a resource listed here is not as described please 
contact kinooze.com. 







Section One 
Facts For Kids









Chapter
1Come Autumn, Fall leaves


Wed, 05 Nov 2014



[image: Image]




In many countries, especially in the west, as autumn approaches, the leaves of some trees change color.

From a green to gorgeous hues of red, orange and brown. And then after this marvelous show of beauty, the leaves fall. The tree stands without leaves, just a skeletal of branches until the arrival of spring.



Why does this happen? Why do leaves fall from the trees in autumn? The phenomenon known as the fall? Is it the winds? Or trees deliberately shed their old leaves? Maybe they are like you when you get bored of old clothes and want to get new ones or maybe not.



Leaves are the food factories of the plant. They need water, sun and carbon dioxide to make food. In the food making process leaves lose a lot of water through the tiny openings called stomata. All goes well in summers. The tree even manages to store some food in the form of starch. In winters, there is dearth of water. If leaves make food, they will lose more water than they take in. That ways eventually the plant will get dehydrated and die. So, it's a good idea to get rid of the leaves in winters. That is why leaves fall. Deciduous trees lose all their leaves for part of the year. Maple, poplar, oak are all deciduous trees.



The process through which trees loose leaves is a very intelligent one. It's called 'abscission'. As days become shorter in winters, the tree starts drawing all the nutrition from the leaves including chlorophyll to store it for future. Then tiny cells appear at the spot where the leaf stem meets the branch. They are called "abscission" cells. Abscission and scissors are both derived from Latin word scindere which means to cut. Within a few days, these cells become big and swollen enough to bump the leaf off the tree!



But remember that the trees need leaves again in summers. The spots from where the leaves had fallen get sealed by the tree, and when spring arrives new leaves sprout from the same spot.
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2The One With Singing Wings  - Crickets
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What sings with its wings?



To water it mostly clings.



All the summer long,



The chirping goes on.

And the song goes on. But the cricket does not even open its mouth to chirp. Strange huh! It raises its stiff leathery front wing and rubs one over the other to make its high creaking sound. Considering that cricket is a tiny fellow, the sound that it makes is very loud. The size of crickets varies from the size of your thumbnail to that of a teaspoon.



Did you know that only father crickets can make music.? Can you guess why? Only father crickets have the music making wings; mothers have very soft wings. Hence, they don't make any sound when they rub. The back wings get used by both for flying. Though crickets can fly but not very high. Mostly they travel by jumping and hopping.



Crickets can be found all over the world. They can survive almost anywhere like people's houses, logs and leaves, loose stones, rocky areas and caves. While black cricket is more common than the others, you can also find them in many colors like green, brown and straw colored.



Since cricket is an insect, it has six legs. On its feet, there are tiny claws that help it run along upside down on a tree. Hmm, it has its ears in its knees. Surprised! They are located at the joints of its legs. If you were a cricket, you would be able to hear whats happening on the ground loud and clear :)




	
		
		Related Video: Small World of Insects - Cricket
 
		YouTube Video ID: yqS_cC9eskQ
		
	






A lot many times songs of the cricket are used to determine how warm the weather is. The warmer the weather the faster they sing, or flap their wings to keep themselves cooler. These wonderful singers have a very short lifespan of an year.



You would never be able to judge the location of a cricket from its song. When crickets chirp their song seems to come from somewhere else, so you can't always find the cricket, even when you hear it chirping..



People in Asia eat them as a delicacy. Some people keep them as pets also as they believe that they bring good luck, but some love to hear their songs.




	
		
		Related Video: Mulan The Movie - Cricket Scene
 
		YouTube Video ID: wjvHcXjAPxI
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This event is the first of firsts. Nothing like this has ever happened ever. A spacecraft named Rosetta has landed on a comet for the first time. The comet is Comet C-G named after the scientists Churyumov-Gerasimenko who found it.



History got made today. Do you know how blazing fast the comet is moving? Its speed is 135,000km/h!



Why is the Spacecraft named Rosetta?



A famous stone named Rosetta was discovered in Egypt almost 200 years ago. That helped scientists learn more about Ancient Egypt and hence the name Rosetta for this Spacecraft. The scientists are hoping to get more clues about origins of Earth and life on it.



When was the Rosetta sent?



This unmanned (No human on board) spacecraft was sent TEN years ago so that it could land on the comet today. Since its launch in March 2004, Rosetta and its lander Philae have travelled more than 6billion kilometres to catch up with the comet, which orbits the sun. Wow! Most of you were not even born then. It was not an easy task. But it was achieved by the European Space agency who is in charge of this mission. Bravo! The spacecraft would now piggyback the comet and watch its every move as the later orbits around the sun.



When did the Rosetta reach?



Rosetta reached the orbit of the comet in August this year, since then its lander Philae ( its size is about the size of a clothes dryer) had been figuring out how to land on a comet. The landing happened today.



Were there any problems encountered during the mission?



All was not well during the landing of the Rosetta. Philae made a soft landing as the two harpoons did not fire. They were supposed to keep the Spacecraft attached to the comet as it moved. But now there is a risk of Rosetta sliding off the comet.




	
		
		Related Video: Landing On a Comet - Worlds First
 
		YouTube Video ID: TwkliXod6Ns
		
	






NASA has attempted to do this earlier but did not get success.



Let us sit back and enjoy the discoveries that Rosetta makes.
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These days we have special doctors and hospitals to take care of all our illnesses. Dentists for teeth problems, pediatricians for the sick children, foot doctors, doctors who help in the birth of babies, dermatologists for skin infections and the bone doctors.



There are hospitals everywhere where you could run to and get yourself checked in case of an emergency, but all this is fairly recent. Not long ago all the doctors were family doctors. They were trained to treat all kinds of illnesses, unlike now where every doctor has to be trained in a special field. Every town depended on one or two doctors. There were no hospitals then.



So where did the people go when they wanted a treatment? Well, they did not go anywhere. There was no waiting in the waiting rooms to see a doctor when you were unwell. The doctors visited them. Cool! Sometimes if a surgery needed to be performed right away, it was performed in people's dining tables by the side of an oil lamp. Whoa!!



Most of the times the doctors came in their horse carriage buggies and thus also called horse and buggy doctors. No ambulances were available in those times. The doctors in those times were very kind. They did not care if it were raining or the middle of the night, they went all the way to their patient's home. They did not even charge a lot of fees.



Today there are still a few doctors other than the special doctors, called paramedics that go to people's home in emergencies. In these times too the doctors work very hard. Any time a patient is sick they have to go to the hospital or a clinic to see them.



It is not easy to become a doctor. They have to train for a lot of years before fixing sick people.



Interesting Facts:


		In ancient India, the doctors were called "Neem Hakim."

		China believed that "The Great Doctors" has supernatural or divine powers.

		Egyptian doctors used ointments for wounds, and they treated chest congestions by getting the patient to inhale steam. Wow! We still use that.
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July 20, 1969 - NASA's Apollo 11 landed the first humans on Moon.



May 14, 1973 - NASA launches Skylab, the first and only independently built space station of US.



August 6, 2012 -NASA's car-sized rover Curiosity lands on Mars



One word that is common in all of the above successful space missions is NASA.



What is NASA?



We asked a few kids just like you. Rhea, 9 said that NASA is a space airline. Kevin, 5 said that it's a rocket launcher. Esha, 10 said that NASA is some company that sends astronauts to space. Who is correct? They all are. NASA does all of it and some bit more. Let's explore.



What do you think is out there in space? There are planets, stars, comets, Moon, solar system, black holes, galaxies and more mystifying stuff like that. Believe me there are million other things to explore!



NASA explores the vast space. For an exploration we need latest, revolutionary, innovative space technology. We need Spacecraft's. We need researchers and scientists that can use science as a tool to explore beyond the solar system and universe. We need astronauts that are trained professionals so they can live in the harsh space conditions. NASA manages all of that.



NASA, formally known as the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, was established in 1958 by American President Dwight D. Eisenhower with a vision of sending humans to the moon by the end of 1960s.



The first ever mission that NASA worked on was sending astronauts to the moon. NASA worked on the Apollo program tirelessly. It made space projects like the Mercury and Gemini, to develop the technology and skills Apollo 11 would need for the journey. For the journey, they designed a special spacecraft and tirelessly trained astronauts. Finally, On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the first men to walk on the moon.



After the success of Apollo, there was no looking back for NASA. There was just so much more to do. The biggest challenge NASA came across was of designing and making a new spacecraft for every space trip. It was not only expensive, but time taking. So NASA focused on creating a reusable ship to provide regular access to space. They called it the space shuttle. The space shuttle was first launched in 1981. It flew more than 130 successful missions and carried over 350 people into space before retiring in 2011.
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In 2000, something unbelievable happened. NASA along with Russia and some other nations established the International Space Station - a permanent residence for astronauts in space so that they can comfortably operate when on longer missions. Talk about feeling at home!




[image: Image]






One of NASA's much talked about recent project is that of sending a car-sized robot named 'Curiosity' to explore planet Mars. What a name! The information that curiosity has been sending will finally be able to tell the answer to age old question - Was there ever life on Mars?



Wonder what is NASA's next mission? Maybe discovering an Exoplanet.
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Something bizarre recently happened over the skies of the little seaside town of Wonthaggi, Victoria in Australia. The rainbow and the cloud had a fight, and the angry rainbow punched a hole in the cloud. What did the cloud do then? It just cried and cried, and its tears fell down on the ground as snowfall. Little pixies and fairies came flying down.. Did you just believe it? I hope you did not believe all of it. This a fairy tale spun around this natural event that did occur.



But, here is the reality.



The residents of Wonthaggi spotted what seemed like a big hollow in the cloud. At first they got scared and thought that the skies are falling down, and the world is coming to an end. But soon they realized that what they have sighted is a rare phenomenon known as a fall streak cloud or otherwise known as a punch hole cloud. Do you know how clouds get formed? A cloud is a large collection of very tiny droplets of water or ice crystals. However, a fall streak cloud is formed when the water temperature in the cloud is below freezing, but the water has not entirely frozen.



Some of the water in the middle does freeze, but falls down to the surface. Some ice crystals that hang around act like a prism and form a rainbow in the middle.



Hole punch clouds need to be high in the sky for them to form.



A rare sight indeed, but a similar cloud formation was spotted over Perth also last month.
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A mystery that has left scientists baffled for years - a phenomenon where whales or dolphins swim to shallow waters and then getting stranded on the beach.



Why do they do that? Scientists guess that there might be two reasons either the whales get sick and swim to shallow waters for safety or they lose their way. There are many theories but no conclusive answer.



What happens to them? They eventually die due to dehydration unless rescuers find them in time and redirect them to deep waters. This peculiar behaviour displayed by the whales and dolphins is stranding or beaching.



New Zealand, an island country in southwestern Pacific Ocean, has maximum cases of whale stranding in the world.



A total of 58 pilot whales, belonging to two different pods, have died from stranding at Ohiwa Harbour in the Bay of Plenty, New Zealand. Amongst them, rescuers had tried to save 22 whales by directing them to deep waters but for reasons unknown they returned to the shore and got re-stranded.



It is heartbreaking to see these magnificent creatures of the sea coming to such a tragic end.



Maybe one of you reading this, might grow up to be a scientist who can read their minds and find a way stop them from losing their way.



Until then, let us pray for their safety.
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Where there is a will there is a way! Whoever said those words was so right. A perfect example of this is a young architect Mohammed Rezwan in Bangladesh. In 1998, he was shocked by the fact that so many children are dropping out of school. He started Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangsthaa ( Shidhulai is the name of the village, and Swanirvar Sangsthaa means a self-reliant organisation) nonprofit to fix that problem. At that time, this young lad had a mere $500 to set up his organisation.



But why were the kids dropping out?



Well, Bangladesh is one of world's most populous regions.Its population is 156million. Bangladesh is situated on the low-lying Ganges delta, formed by the meeting of three major rivers - Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna. During the rainy season (July - October) there is a tremendous amount of flooding. The water level rises up to 12 feet, and the only means to transport then is through boats. The land gets completely submerged.



At that time, the children had to take breaks from school. Even when the situation gets better most of the kids did not return to school.



What did Rezwan do?



He thought that if the kids can't come to school, then the schools can go to the kids. A floating boat that could pick up kids from their homes, teach them and drop them back. Aha! What a brilliant idea? He had no money and no boat when he started.What he did have was the support of the local community. He searched for cheap local materials and found riverside areas where some old boats are abandoned. From the old materials, they made a new boat.



How long did it take him to do that?
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It took him four years to build the first solar powered floating school. The first floating school got launched in 2002. After that Rezwan worked tirelessly to get funds and got its first major funding in 2005. He got a funding of $1 million from Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. A recognition from the WISE (World Innovation Summit For Education) has added fuel to the fire.
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Today this organisation has 111 solar-powered boats out of which 22 get used as schools and the rest as adult information centers, health center, libraries and floating farms.



Cambodia and the Philippines also use floating schools in the low-lying areas.




	
		
		Related Video: Solar-Powered Floating Schools in Bangladesh
 
		YouTube Video ID: u3j2K2XQz7I
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Aloha! Hawaii! The fresh flowers and the calm waters is what one mostly thinks of when we talk of this island. But all is not that hunky dory!! The largest island amongst an archipelago of eight major islands, is home to probably the most active volcano on earth - Kilauea (pronounced as Kil-uh-wai-aa) volcano.



Kilauea is a hyperactive shield volcano. Shield volcanoes get their name from the fact that they have a low profile and are spread over a wide area, just like how a warrior's shield would look like if it were lying on the ground!



On June 27, 2014, the lava began flowing out of the volcano's Pu'u O'o vent. Believe it or not but Kilauea current eruption began on January 3, 1983. It is by far the longest-lived major eruption in the volcano's history. After months of lava flowing out, the seething gooey lava has entered into the eastern city of Pahoa and destroyed first house on its way. It took about 45 minutes for the burning lava to engulf the house. No one got hurt as the slow lava flow had given residents much time to evacuate.



A Mumbai Resident, Shraboni, visited Hawaii with her family recently in the month of October. She was mesmerised to see the fuming orange beauty.



She says, "During the day the volcano and the landscape around looks more ashen, and you just see the smoke billowing. After sunset, you can see the glow of the lava. The whole lava lake looks orange. It is like a phenomenally large natural Blast Furnace. As the environment becomes quieter, you can hear the molten lava swooshing in the lava lake and see flares from time to time. You come back realising how powerful nature is and how foolish we are to mess with it."



Nature is indeed very powerful and mysterious. Wouldn't you agree?
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